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In mid-March, the Indian River Land Trust
(IRLT) together with the Lagoon Greenway
Advisory Committee completed a draft plan for
a three-mile public access recreational greenway
trail system along the Indian River Lagoon. In-
cluded in the plan is a detailed map of the area,
made possible through the donated services of
David Knight of Knight, McGuire & Associates
and Ryan Morrell of CivaTerra. The proposed
project, located just south of 17th Street Bridge
in Vero Beach, should move forward quickly
once adopted by the Indian River Mosquito
Control District, the Indian River County
Environmental Lands Program, and the Florida

sons. They are an important nursery for
spawning and growth of native fish species.
They provide an important natural protection
during tropical storms to prevent erosion and
destruction of shoreline and nearby structures.
And they harbor a large variety of native plants
and wildlife important for maintaining a
healthy ecosystem.

Establishing a system of public access to this
area will provide public recreational benefit
while promoting the importance of conserva-
tion. Among the goals set forth in the plan are:
* connected pathways for non-motorized use

along the Indian River Lagoon;

Info@IRLT.org Inland Navigation District - all partner agencies e th ' )
www.IRLT.org involved with this exceptional collaboration. *a dlver51t¥ 9f rfecreatl‘onal a'nd e'ducz%tlon‘al
opportunities including: bicycling, jogging,
During the 1990s, properties along the Indian walking, lagoon viewing, canoe/kayak access,
IRLT extends River Lagoon south of 17th Street Bridge were and wildlife observation;
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...and more!

protected through a combination of outright
purchases and development mitigation ease-
ments to conserve the native wetland habitat
and buffer shoreline of the lagoon. The proper-
ties are primarily mangrove swamps ringed by
impoundment roads managed by the Indian
River Mosquito Control District.

The mangrove swamps along the Indian River
Lagoon are vital wetlands for a variety of rea-

* enhanced conservation efforts of the natural
resources of the lagoon and adjoining habitats;
* educational facilities and programs for informing
the public about the significance of the
natural and historic resources of the greenway,
as well as the importance of their management.

For additional information on the plan or
to support the project, please contact IRLT
Executive Director, Ken Grudens directly.
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WINDSOR REAL ESTATE INC Melih 0. Tan gift to support these important projects. plan for Indian River County. The results will be one have a tremendous impact on our success and we look
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