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 Over 200 guests joined the Indian River
Land Trust and ranch owner hosts Ray and
Beth Smith and Varley and Linda Grantham
on Saturday, April 5 for what was undoubtedly
one of the most exciting events of the season
for our organization. Guests arrived by bus,
car, and – yes – even horseback to enjoy an au-
thentic cowboy barbeque provided by our hosts
at the Smith’s ranch house. Throughout the
day, a variety of opportunities were offered to
experience the beautiful Padgett Creek Ranches
– from swamp buggy tours of the Triple S
Ranch to guided wilderness hikes along the
Padgett Creek. After lunch, guests were witness
to a cattle drive of over one hundred head of
Brangus cattle.
 The location was chosen to connect people
with the land that the Indian River Land Trust
has participated in protecting. The two ranches
that make up the Padgett Creek ranches, which
total over 1,600 acres, are located 20 miles
west of downtown Vero Beach. The ranches
contain the Padgett Creek or Padgett Branch,
an environmentally important creek that flows
into the nearly 7,000-acre Blue Cypress Lake
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to the north of Route 60. Blue Cypress Lake
forms the headwaters of the St. John’s River,
an important river for wildlife and recreation
as well as a valuable drinking water source for
several major cities to the north.
 Indian River County recently entered into
a conservation easement agreement with the
ranch owners which will protect the property
from development in perpetuity. The Indian
River Land Trust conducted extensive baseline
documentation for the easement. In addition
to upholding the strong agricultural heritage
of our county and state, the Padgett Creek
ranches play an important role in the protec-
tion of our precious open space, water quality
and wildlife habitat thanks to their meticulous
day-to-day management by the ranch own-
ers. As a result, the properties are home to an
abundance of native wildlife, including nesting
bald eagles, and are an important corridor for
the endangered Florida Panther. In addition to
its wildlife habitat, these two ranches are direct
recharge zones for our deep water Floridan
aquifer and provide miles of important open
space vistas along State Route 60.

Guests Enjoy Unique Behind-the-Scenes Look At Local Ranches
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CELEBRATE CONSERVATION 
Save the Date for the IRLT Fall Benefit: 

When: Thursday, November 13
6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. or “until the cows come home”

Where: Rock City Gardens
What: Experience the very definition of the IRLT mission during 

a festive fall frolic in the lush greenery of Rock City Gardens.
Enjoy bluegrass, barbecue, cowboys and campfires while strolling 
with a cocktail, sampling our “locally grown” menu from the kitchen 
of Elizabeth Kennedy, and dancing to the sounds of swing.

Who: Anyone with a heart for conservation!
Cost: $75/person; $125/pair…so bring a friend!

Sponsorships begin at $250.

Join us for the party formerly known as Puzzlement…all of the casual fun of past events with a few new additions to 
make this the most memorable annual benefit ever for the Indian River Land Trust. We hope to see you there! 
(Invitations will be mailed in late summer, so please be on the lookout! If you would like to reserve your tickets in advance, 
or if you are interested in sponsoring the event to offer even more support of our mission, please call Ginny Blossom at 772.794.0701.)
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